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FREE SUMMER MEALS MAY SOON HAVE HOME GROWN FLAVOR  
 
 (Frankfort, KY.) – Free summer meals served to children across the state may be home grown – at least in  

part – with new incentives to serve fruits and vegetables produced in the Bluegrass State.  

 Under the Kentucky Vegetable and Fruit Incentive Program (KVIP), Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) 

sponsors can receive 33 cents back for every dollar spent on Kentucky-grown fruits and vegetables that they buy and 

serve. This is in addition to the federal per-meal reimbursement they receive from the United States Department of 

Agriculture (USDA). 

 Potential benefits of the KVIP are: 

 Children and teens will receive more fresh grown fruits and vegetables in SFSP meals, contributing to the 
nutrient values of their diet. 

 Local farmers will enjoy a share of federal reimbursement that Kentucky sponsors receive from participation 
in the SFSP. This amount topped $9,000,000 for 2017 meals. Every dollar reimbursed to SFSP sponsors 
through KVIP is the result of three dollars of sales from Kentucky farmers.  

 Relationships between sponsors and farmers will be established and carry over into the school year, which 
will benefit farmers beyond the summer growing season, and also be beneficial for other School Nutrition 
Programs. 

 The heightened attention that KVIP brings to the SFSP will increase awareness of the program in 
communities across the Commonwealth and increase participation by children and teens at meal sites. 

 Sponsors served more than 2,833,000 meals to Kentucky children and teens during summer 2017 under the 

Summer Food Service Program, which is overseen by the Kentucky Department of Education (KDE). 

 The KDE partnered with the Kentucky Association of Food Banks (KAFB), the Kentucky Department of 

Agriculture (KDA), and the Governor’s Office of Agricultural Policy (GOAP) to secure funding from the Kentucky 

Agricultural Development Board for the Kentucky Vegetable and Fruit Incentive Program. 

 To participate as a Summer Food Service Program sponsor, organizations must have an approved 2018 SFSP 

application. For more information about SFSP or KVIP, contact the Kentucky Department of Education, Division of 

School and Community Nutrition by phone at (502) 564-5625 or email Cathy Gallagher at 

Cathy.Gallagher@education.ky.gov. Eligible sponsors can apply for KVIP participation at the following website: 

www.kykidseat.org/kvip.  
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About the Summer Food Service Program 
The Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) ensures that low-income children continue to receive nutritious meals 
when school is not in session. This summer, the USDA plans to serve more than 200 million free meals to children 18 
years and under at approved SFSP sites across the United States. 
 
USDA Nondiscrimination Statement 

In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and 
policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA 
programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, sex, disability, age, or reprisal or 
retaliation for prior civil rights activity in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA.  
  
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g. Braille, large 
print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.), should contact the Agency (State or local) where they applied for 
benefits. Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities may contact USDA through the Federal 
Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program information may be made available in languages other than 
English. 
  
To file a program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, (AD-3027) 
found online at http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, and at any USDA office, or write a letter 
addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the 
complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. 
  
Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by: 
  
(1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture  
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights  
1400 Independence Avenue, SW  
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; 
  
(2)  fax: (202) 690-7442; or 
  
(3)  email: program.intake@usda.gov. 
  
This institution is an equal opportunity provider. 
 

### 

 

Visit our website at http://www.education.ky.gov 

Follow us on Twitter at www.twitter.com/kydeptofed and Like us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/kydeptofed 
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